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Sazonov while at the same time receiving funds from the
Russian Foreign Office. Of these the most important was
Wesselitzki, the London correspondent of the Novoe Vremia.
He had been given subsidies and the use of a summer villa
at St. Petersburg when Izvolski was Minister of Foreign
Affairs. "These expenditures were not in vain/' wrote
Izvolski in 1911, when urging that his successors at the
Russian Foreign Office should continue to subsidize Wes-
selitzki.79 As president of the Foreign Press Association in
London, and in his frequent visits to foreign capitals, as
well as in the materials which he contributed to the Novoe
Vremia, Wesselitzki took every opportunity to sow discord
between Russia and Germany and to tighten up the bonds
between the members of the Triple Entente. Complaints
of his mischievous activities and of the articles which he
wrote under the pseudonym "Argus," appear frequently in
the recently published German documents,80
After this brief digression on Bethmann and Sazonov,
and the forces which influenced their policies, we may now
return to an account of their negotiations in 1910-1911,
Izvolski's departure to Paris in September, 1910, left
Sazonov and the Tsar free to carry out their desire of
establishing more cordial relations with Germany, Though
the Kaiser was still suspicious and much irritated at what
he regarded as Russia's unfriendly Anglophil attitude since
1907, Bethmann and Kiderlen were ready to meet the Rus-
sians more than half way on their visit to Potsdam in
November, 1910. Kiderlen hoped to clear up misunder-
standings and so to lessen the opposition which had grown
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